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Deviating Civilization: The Legacy of The Siffin
War as Seen by Malek Bennabi

MUHAMMET MUHTAR SANKITI*

ORCID NO : 0000-0003-0916-1911

ABSTRACT :This paper tackles an aspect of Malek Bennabi’s thought, in which he mixed
political philosophy with the philosophy of history: the legacy of the War of Siffin and its
profound impact on Islamic civilization. The paper explains, based on Bennabi’s view
and historical analysis, how the War of Siffin was the root cause of the breakup of Islamic
political values and their eventual marginalization in Islamic history. It also exposes the
deep wounds that Siffin left in the heart of Islamic civilization, and the defections caused

by that war in the processes of Islamic history form the first century of Islam until today.

Keywords:: Islam, Islamic civilization, political legitimacy, Political thought.
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